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LESSON PLAN:  Music in Cartoons (Carl Stalling)
GRADE LEVEL:  1-5
L.O.:  To introduce the composer Carl Stalling and how music can be used as a soundtrack.
STATE STANDARD(S):  
· ARTS 3b, Responding to and analyzing musical works.
· ELA E1c, Read and comprehend informational materials.

· ELA E1d, Read aloud fluently.

DO NOW:  Take out music notebooks and write down what’s on board.

VOCABULARY:

· music score:  The notation of a musical work; The written form of a composition for orchestral or vocal parts; The music written for a film or a play. 

MOTIVATION:  Play “Pizzicato Polka” by Johann Strauss during opening routines

CONTENT:

· Talk about elements of Strauss piece (use prior knowledge)

· What does this music make you think of?  (play Carl Stalling piece)
· Talk about music for cartoons
· Read aloud first paragraph of Carl Stalling biography 

· Have students read rest of sheet and discuss (in older grades)

· Play “Mexican Hat Dance” and discuss

· Play “Variations on Mexican Hat Dance” & have students raise hand whenever theme appears

· Discuss differences & similarities between

· “Pizzicato Polka” (Strauss) vs.  Variations on Johann Strauss (Stalling)

· “Mexican Hat Dance” (folk song) vs. Variations on Mexican Hat Dance (Stalling) 

· Elicit types of music that use this “sampling” effect today

SUMMARY/ASSESSMENT:

· Listen to Stalling music and write down sketch or story it might depict.

· Save for use in follow up lesson next week.

· Have students present their ideas of what the music depicts

· Show actual cartoon

· Discuss similarities and differences of what they predicted vs. what is in cartoon

MATERIALS: 
· Carl Stalling handout

· Music:

· Carl Stalling Project Vol. 2

· “Mexican Hat Dance”

· “Pizzicato Polka”

· Other pieces by Carl Stalling
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