Cool:  Jazz on Ice
The word “cool” comes from jazz lingo, the special language born of jazz, but it is more than just a word, it is also a style of music.  Cool jazz is characterized by emotional power quietly reflected in relaxed tones, long, slow-sounding notes and lots of space.  The cool style of jazz is usually slow, but even when it is played at a faster tempo it still has a peaceful feel.  The volume is always soft and never loud.  This type of jazz emphasizes thoughtfulness and deep concentration, and is played by musicians who narrow the music down to the bare minimum.
Cool jazz first came on the scene in the 1920’s through the smooth, lyrical playing of musicians like Bix Beiderbecke and later Lester Young.  In the 1940’s, the cool style of jazz came back in fashion as the nation recovered from World War II.  Musicians such as Miles Davis, Chet Baker, Gerry Mulligan and Dave Brubeck used a simple, melodic approach that was played by small groups of musicians.  Although these men also played other types of jazz, they were most famous for playing in the cool style.   
Facts & Details:
