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LESSON PLAN:  Beethoven
GRADE LEVEL:  3-5
L.O.:  To summarize our study of the instruments in the orchestra and introduce Ludwig Van Beethoven.
STATE MUSIC STANDARD(S):  
· 3b, Responding to and analyzing musical works.

· 2e, Knowing and using arts materials and resources

· 1, Creating, Performing and Participating in the arts

NYC STANDARD(S):
· ELA E1c, Read and comprehend informational materials.
· Mathematics M1, Arithmetic and Number concepts.
· Mathematics M5, Problem Solving and Reasoning.
· Social Studies 1, History of the United States and New York
· Social Studies 3, Geography
DO NOW:  Take out music notebooks and write down what’s on board.

OPENING MUSIC:  “Fur Elise” Beethoven

VOCABULARY:

· Orchestra:  a group of musicians who perform on a collection of instruments in which strings are prominent, thereby distinguishing it from the band or wind ensemble.

MOTIVATION:

I am about to play the 4 most famous notes in all of music. (play opening notes of Fifth Symphony)
CONTENT:

· Have students read Beethoven biography to themselves, then discuss.

· Show Germany on map.

· How can we figure out how old he was when he died?

· What was happening in America around 1770?

· Play Fifth Symphony

· Discuss instruments and elements of music

· Define orchestra (draw bubble map)

· Allow students to participate in playing Beethoven melody on bells

· Write notes on board and assign one note to each student

· After teacher example, have one student “conduct” by pointing to notes on the board

· Ask about “Fur Elise” (play again) does anyone recognize melody?

· Review definition of melody

· Play NAS “I Know I Can” listening for “Fur Elise” melody

SUMMARY/ASSESSMENT:

· Who was Beethoven?
MATERIALS: 
· Tone blocks/bells

· Beethoven independent reading

· CD of Beethoven’s music including Fifth Symphony & Fur Elise

· CD of NAS “I Know I Can”
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